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the following March a magnificent ceremonial was
performed at the Annunciata de Parme.

Henceforth Adelaide took the leading place;
the loss of her two elder sisters gave her a new
importance. Ambitious and self-willed, she tried
to dominate Sophie and Victoire, took a hand in
political affairs, loathed Choiseul, and wished to
lead her father into the path of righteousness.
All her efforts met with rebuffs; and she was
unable to realize even one of her desires; Sophie
and Victoire shook off her tutelage; Louis XV
kept her from governmental questions, and Choiseul
negotiated the marriage with Marie-Antoinette;
she suffered a secret humiliation which was very-
painful to her imperious nature.

Five years passed between the death of the In-
fanta and her brother's death, which occurred at
Fontainebleau on 2oth December 1765. A fearful
fatality hung about the heirs to the crown; once
more the list of the sons of France who had
descended prematurely to the grave was lengthened.
From his union with Marie-Josephe of Saxony the
Dauphin had had one daughter and four sons:
the Due de Berry (the future Louis XVI), born in
1754; the Comte de Provence (the future
Louis XVIII) in 1755; the Comte d'Artois (future
Charles X) in 1757.

A faithful, attentive husband, who loved the
joys and intimacies of family life, and of a mild
reflective nature, he himself gave the kingdom the
greatest hopes. Much was expected of this virtuous
prince; and men praised the rectitude of his life